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Frequently Asked Questions
Castle Tours
Can I tour of the castle?
Guided tours of Preston Castle are offered every first and third Saturday of every month from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For more information on tours including special group tours, visit Tours.
Facts About the Castle
When was the castle built?
The castle was built between 1890 and 1894.  For more information on the history of Preston Castle, visit History .
What is the size of the castle?
The total square footage of the castle is 46,000 square feet which includes the basement and four floors as well as an annex with a basement.
Who owns the Preston Castle?
The Preston Castle is currently owned by the State of California. The Preston Castle Foundation currently has a 55-year lease of the castle from the state.  The Preston Castle Foundation is currently working to transfer ownership of the castle to the city of Ione to allow for local, community management of the facility.
When was the castle used as a correctional institute for minors?
Wards attended the Preston School of Industry at Preston Castle from 1894 until 1960 when new facilities for the school were completed. For more information on the history of Preston Castle, visit History.
Is the castle a historic landmark?
The Preston Castle is a California State Historical Landmark – #867 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places – NPS-75000422.
Why should the castle be restored?
Being over 100 years old, the Preston Castle overflows with craftsmanship both inside and out that is rarely, if ever, seen in buildings of today. Preservation of the castle means saving a historically significant California landmark. The speed at which the Preston Castle can be recovered also depends upon the support of its members and volunteers, and the longer the Castle goes without repair, the more history California loses forever.
How much will the repairs of the Preston Castle cost?
A structural analysis of the castle is underway to determine the full extent of the repairs necessary to restore and preserve the Preston Castle. The full cost is unknown at this time. Review the renovations page for more information.

What are the future plans for use of the Preston Castle?
The specific plans for the future use of the Preston Castle are under development.  Possible uses that are being researched include a Senior Center, restaurant, theater, museum, retail shops and office space.
The Preston Castle Foundation
Who is the Preston Castle Foundation?
The Preston Castle Foundation is made of a Board of Directors and members. For more information on the Board of Directors, visit Meet the Board.
What is the mission of the Preston Castle Foundation?
The mission and purpose of the Preston Castle Foundation is to promote the stewardship of the Preston Castle through restoration, preservation and community utilization.
What are the goals of the Preston Castle Foundation?
The Preston Castle Foundation’s goals:
• Securing adequate funding through various sources to restore and preserve the castle.
• Creating on-going awareness, recognition and support of the restoration and preservation projects and the Preston Castle Foundation through planned events and public relations activities.
What type of support does the Preston Castle Foundation need?
There are several ways in which you can help support the Preston Castle Foundation's mission of restoring this important piece of Californian culture. Aside from becoming a member, the Foundation is thankful for the many generous donations of funds, physical labor, skills and equipment contributions. Learn more about donations or volunteering online. 
Board Biographies
	Marie Nutting, President
I was born in Livermore, California, but I lived in Ione from the time I was 7 years old until I married.  My husband worked for the California Department of Forestry and due to transfers we lived in Napa county, Lake county and then 25 years in El Dorado county.  After my husband’s retirement and a 36 year absence, we decided to move back home to Ione.
I graduated from Ione High School in 1963.  I attended one year of college at Chico State and 20 years after my children were grown I got an AA in business.  I ran a small business for eight years until my husband’s retirement.
I grew up on top of Main Street and saw the castle every day.  I have never stopped loving the sight of the castle and hope never to lose sight of it.
Marie serves on the tours, vistor's center, site development, and by-laws committees.

	Jerry Funderburgh, Vice President
I was born and raised in southern California, an dreceived my bachelor’s degree in electronic engineering at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and an MBA from Santa Clara University.  I lived in the San Jose area for 35 years, working as a high tech executive in Silicon Valley.  To enjoy the small town lifestyle, my wife and I retired and moved to Ione in 2005. We both see the Preston Castle as the preeminent landmark in Amador county and want to do what we can to help preserve, restore, and rehabilitate it into a functional and useful facility. 

Jerry serves on the private funding, site development, and by-laws committees.

	Kim Kozlowski, Secretary

	Allan Trimble
I was born and raised in the bay area, I attended California Sate University San Francisco, where I received both BA and MA degrees, then did two years of graduate study at Columbia University. Most of my professional life was spent in education, both teaching and administration. I am also a speech pathologist. I served as the financial officer of a corporation, and for a time had my own business. I have four children and six grand children, am divorced and have been living in Ione for three years. I have a degree in history, which brought me to the Foundation, I am very interested in helping to restore this fine building so that it can be of service to this community, and California. 

Allan serves on the grants, building renovations, and by-laws committees.


	Carl Gillette
I received a BA, MA, general secondary teaching credential from San Jose State University. I have been married to Martha for 49 years, and have two children, a son and daughter who live in the Sacramento area.  I served two years in the army, taught school for 16 years, was in private business for 23 years, and retired from masonry contracting in 2000.  In 2000 we moved Ione from from Los Gatos, California.  I'm interested in the Castle because it can be a great asset to the community.  It's a very unique facility that deserves to be saved. Carl serves on the building renovations committee.

	Carol Rosell
When we began our search for an area to retire to, we drove into Ione and the first thing that caught our eye, was this large brick edifice, standing proud and overlooking the city.  We later discovered it was the Preston Castle and upon closer inspection, saw the neglected conditrion of the building.  Within two years, we joined the Preston Castle Foundation in order to do what we could to restore this neglected historical building.
I worked for M. J. Brock & Sons, a large building contractor in Sacramento, where I was the liasion between the salesmen, mortgage company, and escrow offices. I left there to have children.  Later, I worked for Bank of America for 20 years, as Assistant Vice President, where we supervised six single family residence loan officers.  Later, I worked for H & R Block as a tax preparer for 14 years, earning my Enrolled Agent status during that time.  Six of those years I was the office supervisor.
Upon retiring, we have been active in volunteer work, doing what can be done to better the community.  I served on the Amador County Grand Jury during the 2001-2002 year.  I also volunteer doing taxes for the AARP during tax season.  Both attend and participate in various other social and community events of Ione.
We eagerly anticipate seeing something very constructive done for the Preston Castle.
Carol serves on the events and grants committees.

	Peggy Chapell

	Donna Ogelvie 

	Hal Timmer
Hal Timmer enlisted in the Air Force when he was 17. He spent the next nine years with the Air Force. During that time, he married Beverly and they had a son, Michael. Duty stations were in Louisiana, Japan, Korea, Clovis, New Mexico, Chanute AFB, Illinois, and Roswell, New Mexico.  After some months as a civilian in a small town in Iowa, Hal enlisted in the Army. The next three years were spent traveling to many locations. A three year tour of duty in Germany turned out to be less than six months. While in the Army Security Agency, Hal was trained on IBM equipment and subsequently left the Army and went to work for IBM. The first four years were spent in Dubuque, Iowa. Then a change from hardware repair to working with software sent the family to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. That lasted nearly eight years. 
The next move was to San Jose, California. Hal worked there from 1977 until his retirement in 1993. During that time, Hal and Bev lost their only son and Bev had surgery that placed her in a wheelchair. Hal has remained her caregiver since that time. He enjoys bowling and golf and is devoted to the restoration of Preston Castle. As well as the Preston Castle Foundation, he is a member of Ione Business and Community Association, the Amador Chamber of Commerce, the Moose Lodge in Fiddletown, the American Legion and Cornerstone Baptist Church. 
Retirement life in Ione has been anything but boring and he delights in giving tours of the Castle. A well planned out homesight lot means that he can view the Castle from the kitchen window.
Hal serves on the building maintence and site development committees.

	Sandy Buchanan
Sandy Buchanan grew up in Kentucky where she earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Corporate and Organizational Communication at Western Kentucky University. Upon moving to California, she began to focus on marketing communications--copywriting, graphic design, website developing, tradeshow/event planning, and direct marketing.
As a multi-talented marketing programs manager Sandy worked over the next 10+ years at various Sacramento companies including Transamerica, CableData, and Intel. Upon leaving Intel, she worked as an independent marketing consultant.  She provided expertise on overall marketing plans and programs including product launches, branding, trades shows and events, web re-design, print materials, and sales support items.    
Sandy now focuses on being a stay at home mom. She enjoys photography, traveling, music, and her family. Always having an interest in historical buildings and architecture, Sandy is proud to be involved in the restoration of the Preston Castle.
Sandy serves on the marketing committee.


2006 Successes
	• Raised over $39,000—a record!

	• Built a new stage

	• Increased enrollment by approximately 100 members

	• Have new stove for functions at the Castle

	• Began working towards City of Ione ownership of the Castle

	• Obtained IRS 501 C3 expemption status —making the Preston Castle Foundat non-profit organization

	• Began repair on the roof that was completed in January 2007, no more water detoriation from roof holes

	• Cleaned up the grounds

	• Hosted the AAUW (American Association of University Women) tour, giving us exposure to people outside the area

	• Hosted "Music in the Park," widening our expsure to many people in Amador county

	• Renergized the restoration effort—Ione residents are thinking and talking about the Castle again 

	• Proud that the City of Ione included the Castle in it's envision plans for the future


Some of our 2007 Goals
	• Broaden diversity of membership and event attendees

	• Establish identity standards and begin to build the "Preston Castle Foundation" brand

	• Redesign the website to include online donations and ticket purchases

	• Increase event attendance by segmenting events to reach new/larger audience

	• Introduce non-event fundraising

	• Enhance public relations and Internet presence


History
In 1890, the 230 acre parcel of land where the Preston Castle stands was purchased from the Ione Coal & Iron Company for $30 per acre with 100 acres donated. The land was purchased to house the Preston School of Industry, established by the State Legislature as a progressive action toward rehabilitating, rather than simply imprisoning, juvenile offenders.
Building of the Preston School of Industry started right away. The bricks for the building were made at San Quentin and Folsom prisons using sandstone that was quarried six miles from Ione. The bricks were then delivered by rail at 6,000 bricks per car. The cornerstone was laid on December 23, 1890 with 2,500 people in attendance.
The plans for the school were ambitious with the original plans showing 77 rooms on five floors. The building would be the most significant example of Romanesque Revival architecture in the Mother Lode.
The first floor would house a reception and Director’s room, general office with a walk in vault, reception room, sitting room, a butler's pantry, a dining room, employee lavatory, physician office, pharmacy, clerk’s office plus three additional offices. The first floor annex would include a dining room. The second floor would include a reading room, library, twelve chambers, a school room, coat and hat room, men's water closet and women's lavatory. The second floor annex would hold a dormitory, a locker room, and a linen room. 
A mezzanine level was to provide two bathrooms with three bathtubs. The third and fourth floors would remain unfinished. The third floor would contain twelve rooms and the fourth floor was designed to have six rooms. The basement would include a play room, water closet (long urinal and nine toilets), laundry, lavatory with foot bath, shower room and plunge bath, hall, kitchen, pantry, furnace room, fuel storage room, and a water closet with two toilets. The basement annex would hold a bakery, fuel storage room, kitchen, pantry, storeroom, and the employee's laundry and lavatory.
On June 13, 1894, the first wards were accepted at the Preston School of Industry, and the school was proclaimed officially opened on July 1, 1894. The next year, electricity was installed by way of a water wheel powered dynamos for incandescent and arc lights.
The Preston School of Industry remained open until 1960 when new facilities for the school were completed. The building remained vacant and fading into disrepair until September 10, 2001 when The Preston Castle Foundation received a fifty-year lease for the property. The Preston Castle has also been named a California State Historical Landmark (#867) and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NPS-75000422).
